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General information

Select typology: e Training

Title: Covenant of Mayors Practitioners’ Group | 6th Meeting

Name of the

organisation

proposer: Covenant of Mayors

date: 26 March 2019

SEC ADAPT partners

participating SVIM
https://www.eumayors.eu/about/support-the-community/group-of-

Website info: practitioners.html

Specific information

Main thematic e Climate Adaptation

addressed: e Climate Mitigation

type of stakeholders e Public Administration

involved (specify e Academic Institution

numbers if possible) e Business sector - Individual Consultant or companies
Territorial level e European

specify territories e EU Member State

Report:

Aim of the event:

The Group of Practitioners brings together front-runner cities, regions and experts in climate
change mitigation and adaptation from across Europe and give them the opportunity to
contribute to consolidating and developing the initiative.

Members of the group share their experience and expertise in the field of climate change
mitigation, adaptation at local level, and access to energy. They are also invited to give their
input on key methodological and strategic developments of the initiative. Depending on the
topics addressed, experts in adaptation and/or in mitigation are invited in order to bring forth
specific challenges - both when it comes to the Covenant’s specific methodology and more

general guidance on future developments.
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Agenda I Participants registration starts at 09:00

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

09:30
09:45
10:00

10:30 | Tour-de-table

Welcome: key policy updates | Eero Ailio (DG ENER) & Sandro Nieto (DG CLIMA)
Covenant of Mayors 2019-2020 activities & key milestones | Frédéric Boyer (CoMO)

Main conclusion 2017 meeting & Global Covenant of Mayors context | Lucie Blondel (CoMO)

11:00 | Coffee break

MONITORING & REPORTING: REPORTING FRAMEWORK REVISION

11:30
12:15

Proposal “my strategy” - followed by discussion | Giustino Piccolo (CoMO)

Proposal “action plan” & “actions” - followed by discussion | Lucie Blondel (CoMO)

13:30 | Lunch break

MONITORING & REPORTING: REPORTING FRAMEWORK REVISION

14:30

Introduction to break-out sessions | Giustino Piccolo (CoMO)

14:45 Session 1: Mitigation

Piccolo (CoMO)

Session 2: Adaptation

Facilitators: Miguel Morcillo & Giustino Facilitators: Petya Pishmisheva & Lucie

Blondel (CoMQ)

16:45 | Coffee break

17:00

17:30 | End

Report from breakout sessions & conclusion day 1

List of participants:

Local and sub-national authorities
FR ADEME Nicolas Vallée MNational energy agency
BE Walloon Air & Climate Agency Cécile Batungwanayo Regional enargy agency
{AWAC)
ES Bilbao Jon Ander Landajo City
EL Centre for Rene'\.mable Energy Evi Tzanakaki National renewable
Sources and Saving [CRES) energy agency
BE Ghent Mercy Jeroen City
T AESS-Modena Francesca Gaburro Local energy agency X
LU MyEnergy Lis Cloos MNational energy agency
North-West Croatia Regional - ]
HR Energy Agency — REGEA Miljenko Sedlar Regional enargy agency X
ES Province of Barcelona Miriam Romero Rull Province/region x
ES Province of Girona Anna Camp Province/region
ES Province of Malaga Marild Recio Provincg/region
ES Province of Malaga Marina Bravo Province/region X
IT 2:5‘3: of Emilia Romagna — Davide Scapinelli Province/region
IT Region of Marche region — SWIM Andrea Carosi Province/region X
AL Tirana Redi Vigani City X
European Commission
European Commission/DG CLIMA | Sandro Nieto Silleras X
European Commission/DG ENER Earo Ailio
Eurcpean Commission/DG ENER Joanna Ziecina
European Commission/DG ENER Brieuc Posnic
European Commission/loint
Resegrch Center (JRC) Albana Kona
European Commission/loint
Resegrch Cer‘-tertJF{C}"r Eleonora Lo Vullo
European Commission/loint ;
Resegrch Center (JRC) ’ Nadja Vetters *
European Covenant of Mayors Office (CoMO-EU)
CoMO-EU/Energy Cities Frédéric Boyer
CoMO-EU/Climate Alliance Lucie Blondel X
CoMO-EU/Climate Alliance Giustino Piccolo
CoMO-EU/Climate Alliance Migueal Marcillo
CoMO-EU/Climate Alliance Petya Pishmisheva X
CoMO-EU/Climate Alliance Davide Cassanmagnago
CoMO-EU/Climate Alliance Lea Kleinenkuhnen X
CoMO-East Artem Kharazyan
CoMO-EU/ICLEIL Cesar Carrefio
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Specific SEC ADAPT Partners activity (presentation, participation to workshop, poster

etc)

Sviluppo Marche shared the LIFE SEC ADAPT and Empowering H2020 experiences, giving

some input and feedback about the proposed changes for the MyCovenant template,

especially as regards the adaptation section.

Lesson learnt to spread with LIFE SEC ADAPT partners:

Eero Ailio — European Commission, DG Energy

“Clean energy for all Europeans” (adopted in 2018): it is the biggest legislative
proposal in the history of the European Commission. It modernizes the different
aspects of the energy market (electricity market, renewables, energy efficiency,
energy transition). Once this legislative package is checked (process currently
ongoing), all associated documents will be published and enter into force (some are
actually directly applicable and need to be transposed in national law by EU Member
States within a year).

Relevance of the Covenant in EU policies and legislation: the Covenant has been
mentioned in several key EU energy and climate policies. Moreover, the “vertical
integration” logic of CoM was brought up in the preparatory stages of various EU
policy documents, e.g. through multi-level dialogue platforms connecting local with
regional and national governance levels under the Energy Union Governance. The
Covenant is therefore put on a stronger footing.

Link with the Global Covenant of Mayors (GCoM): through the internationalisation of
the initiative, new areas are now addressed (e.g. development cooperation, industrial
cooperation), and European knowledge further exported.

Developments on climate finance: the current work on the EU-taxonomy for
sustainable finance should allow measuring the “greenness” (environmental
sustainability) of companies, ease comparability and investment in renewables/energy
transition, inform investments by pension funds/banks, as well as establishes
correlation with return on investment.

EU elections 2019: with the 2019 European Parliament and Commission elections, it
will be important to inform new political leaders about the Covenant, e.g. through

events.
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Sandro Nieto Silleras — European Commission, DG Climate Action
e 2018 Evaluation of the EU Adaptation Strategy: the main objective was to assess its
relevance, effectiveness, efficiency, coherence and EU value added through a
dedicated study and stakeholder consultation. Report was submitted to the European
Parliament and Council:

o Several needs identified: implementing adopted national adaptation strategies;
reinforcing sub-national action, but also sectoral climate proofing and disaster
risk reduction; involving business and insurers to ensure investments; taking
into account new international framework (Paris, Sendai, SDGS).

o Main findings: implementation/monitoring lagging behind; 25 national
adaptation plans adopted so far, and approx. 26% of all EU cities and 40% of
the cities over 150,000 inhabitants have a local adaptation plan.

o Lessons learned: need to bridge newly emerging knowledge gaps through
science-policy dialogue and improved modelling; implement and monitor;
encourage local adaptation action through national and EU incentives; assess
and address territorial and social differences in vulnerability to climate change.

e Ongoing work: integration of adaptation into National Energy and Climate Plans
(NECPs); 25% of EU budget for 2021-2027 dedicated to climate action; making
cohesion funding conditional to disaster risk management plans; adaptation is part of
the EU long-term strategy on emissions reductions by 2050; ongoing discussions on

sustainable finance and mobilizing private finance.

Frédéric Boyer — European Covenant of Mayors Office

e Urgency to act: felt all over the world; the ongoing youth movement is triggering a
change to the political landscape.

o Developments since the launch of the Covenant : new legislation adopted; increased
visibility and relevance of CoM in the policy-making process; CoM helps to
(re)connect the EU policy framework with what is happening on the ground; Political
Board was set up to voice cities’ needs; 23% CO2 reductions achieved by the
Covenant community by now.

¢ National Energy and Climate Plans : not many references to local authorities in
NECPs; not much consultation with cities either [1 there is still a need to push Member
States to work with cities for a full and effective energy and climate transition.

e 2019-2020 priorities for CoMO : upgrading to 2030 commitments;

S |
6 .



@

L SEC b

decentralising/plugging the CoM to the national context, triggering vertical integration
for implementation of actions (every city could support this and encourage its national
government to scale up its ambition).

What are the next steps for NECPs and how the city level will be reflected?

DG ENERGY: the Commission is currently analysing all NECPS received in order to provide
recommendations to Member States by June, e.g. on the connection with local authorities.
Some Member States are planning stakeholder consultation. In parallel, the CoM Political
Board will meet Commissioner Cafiete in June; it could also raise cities’ expectations at this

occasion.

Proposed definitions of adaptive capacity factors to be integrated to MyCovenant

portal:

Adaptive capacity factor  Definition

Socio-economic Interaction between economy and society influenced by availability of
assets (e.g. economic health, employment rate, poverty rate,
immigration rate); availability of and access to services (e.g. basic
services, healthcare and education)

Governmental & institutional Existence of institutional environment, regulation and policies (e.g.
restriction laws, preventive measures, urban development constraints,
stakeholder engagement policy); government capacity (e.g. availability
of data, knowledge and skills)

Physical & environmental Availability of resources (e.g. water, land, environmental services) and
the practices for their management; availability of physical infrastructure
and conditions for its use and maintenance (e.g. health and educational
facilities, emergency response)

Technological Availability of and access to technology and technical applications, (e.g.
meteorological systems, early warning, flood control systems) and the
skills and capacities required for their use
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Communication and Media information

communication
channels

web site
newsletter/mailing list/email contact
social media (Project Facebook page)

Media

Photo
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