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General information

Select typology: e conference

Title: European Urban Resilience Forum 2019
Name of the

organisation

proposer: ICLEI

date: 25 June 2019

SEC ADAPT partners

participating SVIM, Municipality of Urbino

Website info: http://www.urbanresilienceforum.eu/

Specific information

Main thematic
addressed:

type of stakeholders
involved (specify
numbers if possible)

Climate Adaptation

Climate Mitigation

Energy Saving

Sustainable Mobility

Environmental protection

Agriculture and Forest

Biodiversity

Eco efficiency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
Smart economies

Sustainable development

Public Administration

Academic Institution

Business sector — professional/industry association
Business sector - Individual Consultant or companies
ONG - civil association

Territorial level

specify territories

* X %

* 5 *

e FEuropean

e EU Member State
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Report:

Aim of the event:
The annual European Urban Resilience Forum 2019 (formerly known as Open European
Day) took place back-to-back with the 10th annual ICLEI Resilient Cities Conference.
Since 2013, the Open European Day has offered a unique exchange platform where city
representatives and stakeholders from various local and regional institutions can come
together to discuss strategies and actions for adapting to climate change and building urban
resilience.
Due to the success of the last years and the increasing relevance of the annual event, the
organisers decided to create a stronger link between the title and the topic of the conference
and rename the event European Urban Resilience Forum.
The Forum is organised by ICLEI - Local Govenments for Sustainability in co-operation with
the European Environment Agency, as well as the Horizon 2020 projects Connecting Nature,
Naturvation, and Placard . It receives support from the European Commission, the Life
Programme, and the Enable project.
Aiming to support productive exchange between representatives from cities and regions of
all sizes (both with each other and with a range of interested parties, including EU
institutions, researchers and consultants), the event has been praised for its informative,
open and interactive character and ‘Powerpoint-free’ format. Participants was encouraged to
share experiences and points of view on diverse topics, tackling existing challenges in local
urban adaptation, while exploring potential solutions and opportunities for future
collaboration.
The 2019 edition was built around three topical streams:

e nature-based solutions for urban resilience

e multi-level governance for adaptation planning

¢ financing resilience and adaptation

A variety of sessions and training workshops covered topics like exploring the co-benefits of
adaptation and mitigation, social justice in adaptation actions, strategic narratives for urban
heat and health or innovative schemes for municipal financing for resilience and nature
based solutions. Additionally, the event was complemented by a marketplace to promote

match-making and networking and to introduce attendees to relevant initiatives and projects.
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Specific SEC ADAPT Partners activity (presentation, participation to workshop, poster
etc)

Sviluppo Marche and Urbino municipality shared the LIFE SEC ADAPT experience at local
level (with specific focus on cultural heritage and multi-level governance) to the session 2B
"Challenges and solutions for small municipalities" (Facilitators: Birgit Georgi and

Majana Heidenreich), aimed to explore the challenges of adaptation planning in smaller
municipalities and their specific needs for support and possible solutions by the

municipalities themselves or supporting higher level governments and organisations.

. . . | - SESSION 2B
Cities involved: i Challenges and solutions for smaller municipalities

1. Coswig (Germany) — Olaf Lier, Maria
Gruner
2. Weiz (Austria) - Barbara Kulmer
3. Urbino (ltaly) — Andrea Carosi
Respondents:

1. Bettina Fischer, Region of Styria
(Austria)

2. Lorenzo Bono (Ambiente Italia, LIFE
Master Adapt project)

3. Majana Heidenreich, LIFE project
LocalAdapt

4. Andrea Carosi, LIFE SEC ADAPT

The discussion rounded in the form of a podium discussion and interaction with the other
participants, focusing on the process of climate adaptation, on the basis of the following
guiding questions:

e Starting adaptation action

o What triggered your awareness for the climate change adaptation needs in
your municipality?

o What are the particular relevant climate change impacts in your municipality?

o How did you get started and where do you stand with adaptation action today?

e Approach to develop / implement adaptation action

o Where do you get your adaptation knowledge from?



o What is your approach to develop adaptation action?

e Specific challenges and solutions

o What are the main challenges you face in developing and/or implementing
adaptation measures, also compared to bigger cities?

o Which solutions have you found?

o Have higher level governments and other organisations supported you and in
which way?

o What is needed?

Lesson learnt to spread with LIFE SEC ADAPT partners:

The EU has around 800 cities above 50,000 inhabitants but ten thousands of towns and
smaller municipalities with many of them still of urban character. Their capacities, resources
and governance are however different from bigger cities. Many supporting adaptation tools
are developed with having the bigger cities in mind. Aiming for a full adaptation planning

cycle can therefore feel overwhelmingly and not applicable for smaller municipalities and
available tools not applicable.
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A SEC Pg
Communication and Media information
e web site
e newsletter/mailing list/email contact
communication e social media (Project Facebook page)
channels
Media e Photo
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