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Projected climate changes in EU regions
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EU Adaptation Strategy

The EU Adaptation Strategy (April 2013) sets out the framework for strengthening 
EU preparedness for current and future climate impacts.
The EU Strategy recognises that cities play a significant role in the adaptation to 
climate change in the EU.
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EU Adaptation Strategy - Priority 1

Action 1. Encourage Member States to adopt adaptation strategies and action 
plans

Action 2. Life funding - Priority areas:
• cross-border floods management
• cross-border coastal management
• urban environment
• mountain and island areas
• drought-prone areas (water, desertification, fire risks)

Action 3. Promoting adaptation action by cities along the Covenant of Mayors 
initiative
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EU Adaptation Strategy - Priority 2

Action 4. Knowledge -gap strategy
• Identify and prioritise knowledge gaps
• Feed into programming Horizon 2020
• Better interfaces science/policy/business
• EU-wide vulnerability assessments

Action 5. Climate-ADAPT platform
• Develop interfaces with other databases and climate services
• Inclusion of Copernicus (Ex-GMES) climate services
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http://eucities-adapt.eu/cms/
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From the Mayors Adapt to the new Integrated Covenant of 
Mayors for Climate and Energy

Mayors Adapt: the Covenant of Mayors initiative on Adaptation to 
Climate Change, launched the 19th March 2014: 139 signatories and 
16 «interested cities». 

Signatory cities of the Integrated Covenent of 
Mayor for Climate and Energy will pledge action 
to support implementation of the new 2030 EU 
targets, a joint approach to tackling mitigation 
and adaptation to climate change, and the 
extension of the initiative to a more global 
scope (October 2015).
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EU financing opportunities

The EU finances adaptation to climate change in Europe through a wide range of 
instruments, aligned with the Europe 2020 Strategy towards smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth.
• The Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 should ensure that at least 

20% of the European budget is climate-related expenditure.
• European Structural and Investment Funds (in particular, ERDF)
• Horizon 2020, promoting research and development 
• LIFE programme, financing a wide range of projects related to environment and 

climate mitigation and adaptation,
• EU Solidarity Fund for natural disasters.
• Other funding and loans offered by the European Investment Bank and the 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
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LIFE Climate

LIFE Climate Action is a new sub-programme of the LIFE Programme for 
Environment and Climate Action for 2014-2020 with a budget of € 864 million 
(25% of the total LIFE Programme). 

The LIFE Multiannual Work Programme 2014-2017 sets out the priorities for the 
implementation in the first 4 years with a budget of € 449 million.  € 190 million 
from LIFE budget could be spent on adaptation action across the EU territory for 
the period of 2014-2017. 
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LIFE Climate – 2014 call

For the 2014 and 2015 Life Climate calls, proposals focusing on urban adaptation 
have been actively encouraged in the priority area “Adaptation”.

Adaptation-related projects can also be submitted under the “Governance and 
Information” priority area. In particular: projects for targeted audience (e.g. 
citizens, SMEs) raising awareness on climate change vulnerabilities and climate 
change adaptation options, including information actions aiming to raise 
awareness and understanding of adaptation strategies and on how they are 
applied in the local and regional context.
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Horizon 2020

In the 2016 and 2017 Horizon 2020 Work Programme, adaptation to climate 
change is most represented in two societal challenges:
• Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials (€ 725 

millions)
• Secure societies - protecting freedom and security of Europe and its citizens (€

380 millions)

For the whole programme period (2014-2020) it is foreseen that the dedicated 
funding for climate action and resource efficiency will be complemented through 
the other specific objectives of Horizon 2020 contributing to mutually reinforcing 
climate and environmental objectives. It is expected that around 35% of the 
Horizon 2020 budget will be climate related expenditure.
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Horizon 2020

Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials

• WATER-2-2014/2015: Integrated approaches to water and climate change
• SC5-3-2014: The economics of climate change and linkages with sustainable 

development
• SC5-5-2014/2015: Coordinating and supporting research and innovation for 

climate action
• SC5-6-2014: Biodiversity and ecosystem services: drivers of change and 

causalities
• SC5-10-2014/2015: Coordinating and supporting research and innovation for 

the management of natural resources
• SC5-19-2014/2015: Coordinating and supporting research and innovation in the 

area of climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials
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Horizon 2020

Secure societies - protecting freedom and security of Europe and its citizens 
• DRS 7 – 2014, Crisis management topic 7: Crises and disaster resilience –

operationalizing resilience concepts
• DRS 9 -2014-2015, Disaster Resilience & Climate Change topic 1: Science and 

innovation for adaptation to climate change: from assessing costs, risks and 
opportunities to demonstration of options and practices

• DRS 11 – 2015, Disaster Resilience & Climate Change topic 3: Limiting the impacts 
of climate change and natural hazards on cultural heritage sites, structures and 
artefacts

• DRS 13 – 2015, Critical Infrastructure Protection topic 2: Demonstration activity on 
tools for adapting building and infrastructure standards and design methodologies 
in vulnerable locations in the case of natural catastrophes

• DRS 14 – 2015, Critical Infrastructure Protection topic 3: Critical Infrastructure 
resilience indicator - analysis and development of methods for assessing resilience
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ESIF 2014-2020

The 5 European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds), which account to 
one third of the EU budget, comprise:
• Cohesion Fund,
• European Social Fund
• European Regional Development Fund
• European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
• European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

The five funds are governed by a Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) which 
defines 11 Thematic Objectives (TOs) to help implement the Europe 2020 strategy. 
TO n.5 is specifically dedicated to “Promoting climate change adaptation, risk 
prevention and management”.
TO n.6 “Environment and resource efficiency” could have some indirect links with 
adaptation measures. 
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ERDF 2014-2020

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) covers all eleven TOs. 

Each Member State will prepare a Partnership Agreement, in cooperation with its 
partners and in dialogue with the Commission,  translating the elements set out 
in the CPR into the national context. ERDF will be implemented through 2014-
2020 operational programmes in accordance with the Partnership Agreement. 

At least 5 % of national ERDF resources should be allocated to integrated actions 
for sustainable urban development tackling the economic, environmental, 
climate and social challenges.
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ERDF – National operational programmes 2014-2020

The multi-fund National Operational Programme "Citta' Metropolitane" will 
support a joint effort and cooperative method between 14 Metropolitan Cities to 
improve the quality and efficiency of urban services and social inclusion for the 
more fragile population: no direct link with climate change (TO5 or TO6)

The Marche Region operational programme dedicates € 22,8 Millions to TO5, 
about 6,8% of the total ERDF regional budget, and € 32,6 Millions to TO6 (9,7%)
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ERDF - European Territorial Cooperation 2014-2020

European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) is a goal under the European Regional 
Development Fund. The overall goal of the ETC is to stimulate cooperation 
between Member States and with third countries bordering Member States. 

Within the ETC, three types of cooperation are defined:
Cross border cooperation involves regions (NUTS2) on either side of a common 
land or maritime border. € 6,600 Millions
Transnational cooperation covers larger geographical areas such as 
Mediterranean regions supporting regions  (NUTS2) with shared interests and 
conditions. € 2,100 Millions
Interregional cooperation extends further geographically (whole EU territory)
and  aims to encourage cooperation between innovative research-intensive 
clusters and exchanges between research institutions. 500 Millions
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European Territorial Cooperation 2014-2020 (Italy)

Cross border- Interreg V-A
• Italy-Austria:  € 83 Millions (TO6)
• Italy-France (Maritime): € 169 Millions (TO5)
• France-Italy (ALCOTRA): € 198 Millions (TO5)
• Italy-Malta: € 43 Millions (TO5)
• Italy-Croatia:  € 201 Millions (TO5)
• Italy-Greece  € 105 Millions (TO6)
• Italy-Switzerland  € 105 Millions (TO6)

Interregional 
• Interreg Europe: € 359 Millions (TO6)
• Interact: € 39 Millions
• Urbact: € 74 Millions
• Espon: € 41 Millions



Adriatic-Ionian: € 83 Millions (TO6)

Mediterranean: € 224 Millions (TO6)

Alpine Space: € 116 Millions (TO6)

Central Europe: € 246 Millions (TO6)
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100 Resilient Cities: Rockfeller
Foundation’s initiative financing
cities with $ 100 millions

100 Resilient Cities

• 32 cities selected in the first call 2013 (in Europe: Bristol, Glasgow, Rome, 
Rotterdam, Vejle) 
• 35 cities selected in the second call 2014 (in Europe: Athens, Barcelona, 
Belgrade, Lisbon, London, Milan, Paris, Thessaloniki)
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100 Resilient Cities

100 Resilient Cities supports the adoption and 
incorporation of a view of resilience that includes 
not just the shocks – earthquakes, fires, floods, 
etc. – but also the stresses that weaken the fabric 

of a city on a day to day or cyclical basis.  Examples of these stresses 
include high unemployment; an overtaxed or inefficient public 
transportation system; endemic violence; or chronic food and water 
shortages.  By addressing both the shocks and the stresses, a city 
becomes more able to respond to adverse events, and is overall 
better able to deliver basic functions in both good times and bad, to 
all populations. 
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BlueAp

Cordinatore: Comune di Bologna

Partner: Kyoto Club, Ambiente Italia, ARPA 
Emilia Romagna
durata: 36 mesi (01/10/2012-30/09/2015)

Obiettivi principali: nel contesto delle iniziative 
europee volte ad incrementare la 
consapevolezza sul cambiamento climatico e 
sulle possibili azioni per contrastarlo, il progetto 
BLUEAP ha per obiettivo la redazione e 
l'adozione di un Piano di Adattamento al 
Cambiamento Climatico per la città di Bologna.
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BlueAp

www.blueap.eu
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Rotterdam

Integrated approach: the results in the fields of the 
environment, climate, energy and water
contribute to a green, clean, healthy and 
economically strong city and make Rotterdam the 
most sustainable world port. 

The city, port and municipality are working together with companies, citizens 
and knowledge institutions in order to achieve this together, focusing on 
decisiveness, innovation and co-creation.

The Municipal Executive will invest € 31 Millions in order to achieve the green 
ambitions. 
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London

A Business Improvement District 
is an initiative supported by local 
businesses and the local authority 
which aims to improve a specified 
geographical area.

BIDs are principally funded via a 
mandatory tax on business 
occupiers, which is in addition to 
the non-domestic business rate, 
as well as by voluntary 
contributions from local 
landowners.
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London
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London

More than 500 hectares have been audited through 
Greening the BIDs, identifying the potential for over 
300 rain gardens, 200 green walls and more than 100 
hectares of green roofs, as well as other small scale 
interventions such as planters and window boxes. 
These audits have revealed the potential to introduce 
1 million m2 of new green-cover., improving the 
drainage and fighting the urban heat waves
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Thanks for your attention! 

lorenzo.bono@ambienteitalia.it


